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JPS Re-Elects Officers, 
Records Progress in 1956 


Substantial progress during 1956 
in membership, book distribution, 
support for the Bible translation 
project and JPS finances was reported 
by the officers of the Jewish publica- 
tion Society at the 69th Annual Meet- 
ing, held in Philadelphia’s Warwick 
Hotel on Sunday, May 5. 

Citing continued growth in every 


@. form Union Applauds 
JPS Bible Translation 


The following is the text of a resolu- 
tion endorsing the JPS Bible translation 
project, adopted by the Union of Ameri- 
can Hebrew Congregations in Toronto 
on April 30, 1957. 


“The Bible is the very foundation of 
Judaism and an adequate knowledge 
of it is the indispensable basis of 
Jewish faith and of Jewish life. Our 
tradition has always encouraged the 
study of scriptures in its original 
tongue, but for thousands of years, 
translations in many languages have 
been provided for those who could not 

aster the Hebrew text. 

“Though there are many English 
translations of the Bible, for forty 
years English-speaking Jewry has 
read and studied the translation pub- 
lished by the Jewish Publication So- 
ciety of America. For a long time, 
however, the need has been felt for 

(Continued on Page 3) 





area of the Society’s program and 
activities, Edwin Wolf, 2nd, in his 
Presidential Report (extracts from 
which appear on Page 4), declared 
that the American Jewish community 
is only slowly progressing toward the 
stage when its interest in Jewish cul- 
ture and literature begins to match 
its other conerns. Citing the excellent 
and absorbing books published by the 
Society, Mr. Wolf declared that 
“neither our Society, its members, 
nor the American Jewish communities 
have produced the readers” in a num- 
ber sufficient to combat “Jewish ig- 
norance of Judaism and Jews.” 

In the Treasurer’s Report, Myer 
Feinstein revealed that the Society 
has liquidated the mortgage on its 
headquarters building in Philadelphia, 
and would now be in a position to de- 
vote these funds to other activities. 

Prof. E. A. Speiser, a member of 
the Advisory Editorial Committee on 
the new Bible translation, addressed 
the Annual Meeting on “New Light 
on the Eternal Book.” 

Officers Re-elected 

JPS members attending the Annual 
Meeting from all sections of the Coun- 
try unanimously endorsed the recom- 
mendations of the Nominating Com- 
mittee, electing Mr. Wolf to his fourth 
term as President. Other officers 
elected included: 

Chief Justice Horace Stern, elected 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Annual Meeting 
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to his 46th term as First Vice Presi- 
dent; Sol Satinsky, fifth term as 
Second Vice President; Dr. Jacob R. 
Marcus, fourth term as Third Vice 
President; Myer Feinstein, Treas- 
urer, fifth term; Lesser Zussman, 
Secretary and Executive Secretary, 
eighth term; Judge Louis E. Levin- 
thal, 14th term as Chairman of the 
Publication Committee, and Dr. Solo- 
mon Grayzel, Editor, 19th term. 


Honorary officers include: J. Solis- 
Cohen, Jr., as Honorary President, 
and, as Honorary Vice Presidents, 
Samuel Bronfman of Montreal, Lee 
M. Friedman of Boston, James Mar- 
shall and Samuel I. Rosenman of New 
York, Philip Slomovitz of Detroit, 
Michael A. Stavitsky of Newark and 
Lewis L. Strauss of New York. 


Twelve trustees were re-elected to 
three year terms, including: Philip W. 
Amram, Washington; Justice Herbert 
D. Cohen, York, Pa.; Abraham L. 
Freedman, Philadelphia; Judge Benja- 
min Lencher, Pittsburgh; Judge Theo- 
dore Levin, Detroit; Philip W. Lown, 
Auburn, Me.; Mrs. Max L. Margolis, 
Philadelphia; Joseph Meyerhoff, Bal- 
timore; Jerome J. Shestack, Philadel- 
phia; Leonard N. Simons, Detroit; 





The Portrait of a Scholar 


Attention is called to a volume 
which has just come off the press, 
consisting of the popular essays and 
addresses of the late Solomon S, 
Skoss. Professor Skoss, a noted Arab- 
ist, had some interesting things to say 
about a considerable number of other 
matters which may be of more general 
interest. The collection of these popu- 
lar essays is preceded by a biography. 

The volume sells for $4.00 and can 
be obtained from the Bloch Publish- 
ing Company, 31 West 31st Street, 
New York 1, N. Y. 














Memo to Members 


If you have not yet renewed your 
membership in the Society for 1957, 
you are urged to do so as soon as 
possible. Despite the 


port of the Treasurer to the Annual 
Meeting (reprinted on Page 5), the 
JPS conducts its activities on an ex- 
tremely tight budget, and membership 
renewals—as well as new memberships 
—received now, will help the Society 
through the summer months, when 
income is substantially reduced. 
Members are also reminded that the 
June graduation season is an excellent 
time to think of JPS books and JPS 
memberships, which make warmly- 
welcomed and long-remembered gifts. 


encouraging 
financial picture reflected in the r® 











Morton H. Wilner, Washington, and 
Ben D. Zevin, Cleveland. Elected to 
one-year terms as trustees were: 
Robert J. Block of Seattle, Leo Guzik 
of Woodmere, N.Y., and Judge Simon 
Sobeloff of Baltimore. The nomina 
ing committee was headed by S 
Satinsky and included Rabbi Morti- 
mer J. Cohen, Joseph First, Bernard 
L. Frankel and Jerome J. Shestack. 
The Annual Meeting, held during 
the afterncon, was preceded by a 
meeting of the Society’s Publication 
Committee. In his report to the An- 
nual Meeting, Publication Committee 
Chairman Judge Levinthal declared: 
“In my opinion, the ten volumes 
we are publishing in 1957 illustrate 
the general objectives of our Society. 
Each of our current books represents 
an aspect of JPS activity which we 
cannot abandon without denying the 
very principles on which we have 
been founded and by which we have 


achieved a reputation for cultur 
integrity.” 
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In the recent death of Louis M. 
Rabinowitz the American Jewish com- 
munity sustained an irreparable loss 
to Jewish culture, especially to the 
great variety of cultural and philan- 
thropic endeavors with which he con- 
cerned himself. 

His interest in the work of the Jew- 
ish Publication Society stemmed from 
his love of “the book” as a potent in- 
strument in advancing knowledge of 
the law and lore of the Jewish people. 
The same interest motivated his gen- 
rosity in making possible the publica- 
tion of the Yale Judaica Series of Eng- 
lish translations of classical works in 
Jewish literature. 

One could not know him for a day 
without discerning that to him learn- 
ing and right living were essential 
traits of nobility of character. He 
loved the artist and the scholar and 


2 befriended men of letters. He was not 


bred in wealth; but he was blessed 
with affluence; and to him possession 
meant trust. He was a generous pro- 
vider for the needs of the spirit. 


Louis M. Rabinowitz 


His interest in things Jewish was 
far deeper than he was often willing 
to admit to himself. He lavished his 
bounties on charitable and cultural 
objects. He was particularly fond of 
books and was the proud owner of an 
extraordinary library made up largely 
of rare editions of truly great books, 
old and new. A book that he liked, or 
a work by an author whom he loved, 
or one dealing with a subject close 
to his heart was assured of a wide 
circulation. He would simply buy up 
what often amounted to the entire 
edition and distribute the copies to 
libraries, public and private, and to 
men and women whose interest he 
sought to arouse in the content of the 
work. 

The activities of the Jewish Pub- 
lication Society of America were close 
to his heart and he took pride in the 
fact that he was one of its trustees. 
His presence in its ranks will be 
missed. May his example serve to in- 
spire others to adopt his role in Jewish 
cultural and philanthropic life. 

—Joshua Bloch 











UAHC Applauds Bible Project 


(Continued from Page 1) 
a new English translation which 
should present the latest and most re- 
liable findings of biblical scholarship 
in contemporary American speech. 
Such a new translation is now being 
prepared under the sponsorship of the 
Jewish Publication Society. 

“The UAHC voices its hearty ap- 
proval of this project. We note with 


presenting all shades of Jewish 

ought, has assigned the major re- 
sponsibility in this work to Dr. Harry 
M. Orlinsky, Professor of Bible in our 
HUC-JIR. 

“The Assembly urges all its con- 
stituents to give their generous sup- 
port to this significant undertaking.” 


per that the translation committee 


JPS Books in Japan 





JPS titles are among the books dis- 
played in his study at Waseda Univer- 
sity, Tokyo, by Prof. Masayuki Kobaya- 
shi, who teaches modern European his- 
tory there. Deeply interested in Judaism 
and Jewish history, Professor Kobayashi 
is shown here reading Dr. Solomon Gray- 
zel’s History. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REPORT 








The following is the text of the Annual Report delivered by JPS President Edwin 
Wolf, 2nd, at the Annual Meeting. It has been shortened somewhat to permit pub- 


lication in these columns. 


It is the custom of presidents in pre- 
senting annual reports to paint the year 
gone by in glowing, colorful tints, re- 
flecting optimism and pride in accom- 
plishment. If the year has been a good 
one, promises are glibly given that the 
coming year will be even better. 

I could give such a report this year, 
because the statistics of our member- 
ship growth, our book sales, our Bible 
sponsorships, our welfare fund support, 
and that mysterious intangible, goodwill, 
all show a rising trend. It would be 
satisfying to point to our officers and 
trustees, our Publication Committee, and 
our Bible Translation Committee, to 
Lesser Zussman, our efficient and imagi- 
native Executive Secretary, to Dr. Solo- 
mon Grayzel, our scholarly Editor, and 
to our loyal staff and say, “Well done, 
you good and faithful servants.” And 
then, I would smile expectantly to await 
your applause. 


Goal Still Far Ahead 


Yes, our membership has risen—a 
little. But there are still not thousands 
but hundreds of thousands of Jewish 
homes in this country which are empty 
of Jewish culture in the four-square 
form of books. Over a hundred years 
ago, Isaac Mayer Wise wrote, “Judaism 
has to struggle against two adversaries, 
viz., Ignorance and Prejudice. The Jew 
who is ignorant of the principles and 
doctrines of Judaism and its hisotry 
cannot be a pious Jew.” In the past hun- 
dred years, American Jewry has done 
much to eliminate prejudice; can it say 
that it has done equally well in combat- 
ting Jewish ignorance of Judaism and 
Jews? 





Our Editor is Honored 

Dr. Solomon Grayzel was among 
those honored by the National Jewish 
Welfare Board for the year 1957. His 
award was “for distinguished contri- 
bution to the development of Amer- 
ican Jewish culture.” 











We consider ourselves to be in t 
forefront of those institutions which are 


dedicated to the preservation and 
strengthening of Judaism through 
knowledge. Our publication program 


produces books—good boods—books ¢a- 
pable of teaching, inspiring, edifying, 
exciting, diverting, and being read; but 
neither our Society, its members, nor 
the American Jewish communities have 
produced the readers. 

Progress In Bible Project 

However, we may now be planting the 
seeds which will produce them. Our 
Bible project has not only captured the 
imagination of the editors who are work- 
ing on it, but also that of a large number 
of individuals who have already agreed 
to sponsor it. The hope that this new 
translation would represent a major con; 
tribution of American Jewry to the s 
ture of our times is being realized in th 
scholarly and creative labors of Dr. Or- 
linsky and his associates. We once felt 
that this would be the best and most 
accurate translation into English ever 
achieved; we now believe that it will be 
the best and most accurate translation of 
the original Hebrew into any language. 

This year we went out to Los Angeles 
to tell the large Jewish community of 
that growing city the story of the Bible 
translation and the needs of the Society. 
Through the warm and understanding 
leadership of a group of friends, includ- 
ing Cyrus Levinthal, Aaron Riche, 
Philip Seman and Abraham Goldfeld— 
to mention but a few—a gratifying num- 
ber of Bible sponsors was obtained, and 
a gratifying number of friends for the 
Society made. 

In New York and on Long Islan 
again with the valuable help of L 
Guzik, Rabbis Sandrow and Cahn, Ben- 
jamin Fine, Dr. J. R. Schwartz, Rabbi 
Eugene Lipman, Harry Baumgarten, 
Charles Bensley and Solomon Heifer- 
man, we have secured a most gratifying 
response to our appeal. In Philadelphia, 
largely through the efforts of our of- 


rublication Date Postponed 
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ficers and trustees, we have done equal- 
ly well. I can report to you that of 1,500 
sponsors we are seeking to enable the 
six-year project of translation and pub- 
lication to come to fruition, we have 
already obtained 792. We feel sure that 


@: sponsors, many of whom had never 


ard of the Society before, will become 
our regular supporters. 


New Juvenile Series 


Another plan in the process of ma- 
turation is the Covenant Books series, 
juvenile biographies written and pro- 
duced in the best popular style of the 
day, which we are sponsoring together 
with Farrar, Straus and Cudahy. Aimed 
at a young audience, these books should 
bring life and new blood into our mem- 
bership list. 

I have no intention of apologizing for 
the books we published last year, nor for 
those being issued currently. The quality 
was excellent, the variety pleasing, and 
the physical appearance consistently at 
a level never before attained by the So- 
ciety. I find that most of the complaints 


ho have not opened them, or from 
seudo-scholars whose own work we have 
chosen not to publish. The Picard stories, 
had they been hailed by the avant garde 
press as a great European discovery, 
would have enjoyed the reception and 
acclaim of the Italian novelettes of the 
same period; and the Heine autobiogra- 
phy, so skillfully and sensitively strung 
together by Hugo Bieber, is on a par 
with any of the many current, extremely 
popular rediscoveries of romantics of a 
former age. But it is not easy to find 
really good books such as these. Our 
Publication Committee and our editor 
deserve high commendation. 


Publication Distribution 


The year 1956 sustained the upward 
trend of the preceding years. A total of 
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@:. our “dull” books come from people 





Samuel Dresner’s Prayer, Humility 
and Compassion, which was scheduled 
to appear by summer, has been un- 
avoidably postponed to the fall. It is 
the fault neither of the author nor of 
the Jewish Publication Society. 











Treasurer’s Report 


Financially, 1956 was a good year for 
the Society. The highlight of the year 
was clearance of the mortgage on our 
building. Also, we reduced other external 
debts, and we can now use more of our 
available funds to publish good books. 

In 1956, costs of conducting the So- 
ciety’s program amounted to $343,474, 
of which $214,858 was spent for publish- 
ing and royalties, $128,616 for other 
expenses. This compares with total costs 
of $322,993 in 1955, of which $199,189 
went for publishing and royalties, and 
$123,804 for other expenses. Thus, near- 
ly $16,000 went to meet increased costs 
of typesetting, paper, printing; binding 
and royalties, and ~nearly $6,000 was 
needed to meet rising costs of admini- 
stration and distribution. 

Our income also increased, to a total 
of $341,472. $88,808 came from dues 
payments, $200,902 from sales of Bibles 
and other books, $35,840 from donations 
and allocations (including $19,249 from 
the Jacob R. Schiff Fund), and the bal- 
ance from miscellaneous sources such as 
royalties, rent, etc. This income came 
within $2,000 of expenditures, so that 
we show a small deficit for the year. 

1955 income, by comparison, amounted 
to a total of $324,008, of which $93,475 
came from dues payments, $183,315 from 
sale of Bibles and other books, $40,462 
from donations and allocations (includ- 
ing $22,030 from the Jacob R. ‘Schiff 
Fund) and the balance from miscella- 
neous sources. The apparent decrease’ in 
dues income was caused by a change 
in bookkeeping method and not by a 
shrinkage in enrollment. We actually 
enrolled more members in 1956 than in 
1955. 

In general, the financial picture of the 
Society is improved. We do owe nearly 
$25,000 on internal borrowings from 
funds, but we hope to repay this in the 
next few years, now that we are free of 
external debt. As in past years, we re- 
main troubled by a lack of working 
capital, but we hope that increased in- 
come will help correct this situation. Our 
work is very important to the cultural 
life of our people, and I am confident 
that they will not let us down. 


—MyeEr FEINSTEIN, Treasurer 
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Philadelphians Hail Publication 
Of ‘The Jews of Philadelphia’ 


The citizens of Philadelphia accorded an 
enthusiastic reception to The Jews of 
Philadelphia, illustrated history of the 
Jewish community of that city written 
by JPS President Edwin Wolf, 2nd, and 
Maxwell Whiteman. In the top picture, 
a copy of the book is presented to Dr. 
Gaylord Harnwell, President of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, for that institu- 





tion’s library, by former Chief Justice 
Horace Stern (second from right), as 
the authors, Mr. Whiteman (left) and 
Mr. Wolf (right) look on. Below are 
pictures of the full window displays 
given the book by Gimbel’s department 
store (left) and Charles Sessler, Walnut 
Street bookseller (right). 





; 
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124,571 volumes were distributed, com- 
pared with 114,064 volumes in 1955. Of 
e total, 39,684 volumes were selected 
members; 82,412 volumes sold _ to 
members and the trade; and 2,475 vol- 
umes distributed free. 

Bible sales continue to increase, with 
total sales of 47,232 volumes in 1956. Of 
this total, 42,889 were sold directly by 
the JPS and the balance by trade dis- 
tributors. In 1955, total sales were 41,- 
271, so that a substantial gain was made. 

PATHWAYS THROUGH THE BIBLE is also 
being sold in greater numbers. In 1956, 
a total of 12,683 volumes were sold as 
compared with 12,347 in 1955. 
Membership Statistics 

During the year 1956, we enrolled a 
total of 9,419 members as compared with 
8,874 in 1955—a gain of 545. Of the total 
enrolled, 2,517 were new members and 
6,902 renewals. 


Community Welfare Funds 


An increasing number of communities 

ow include the Society in their local 
campaigns. In 1955, we received $9,575.90 
from 68 communities. This was increased 
to $11,160 from 76 communities in 1956. 
Our goal remains as inclusion in every 
welfare fund and federation in the coun- 
try, and we are working toward that end. 
Members of the Society can be very 
helpful by urging their welfare fund 
officials to consider our request. 
JPS Bookmark 

Now in its fourth year, with four 
issues in 1956, the JPS Bookmark is 
meeting our most optimistic hopes for it 
as a means of communication between 
the Society’s administration and_ its 
members. As concrete proof of the in- 
terest with which this little publication 
is being read, we can point to the num- 

er of sponsors for the Bible translation 

oject who were enrolled through a 
oupon printed in several issues last 
year. In all, 66 members pledged $9,850 
by sending in this coupon. 

And finally, some good news. During 
the year the Jacob R. Schiff Fund grant- 
ed the JPS $100,000 for the purpose of 
refurbishing our present building or 
acquiring another building better suited 


Two Major Anniversaries 


Two of our most important Jewish 
organizations in the country are cele- 
brating their fiftieth birthdays. The 
American Jewish Committee came 
into existence in 1.97 and has done 
exceptionally important work in guid- 
ing the Jewish comm. nities of the 
United States in their relations with 
the general community. A prominent 
activity of the American Jewish Com- 
mittee which it has carried on in part- 
nership with the JPS, has been the 
publication of the AMERICAN JEWISH 
YEAR Book, the 58th volume of which 
appeared in March. 

The Dropsie College for Hebrew 
and Cognate Learning also began to 
function in 1907. It has played a very 
important role in the development of 
Jewish scholarship in America. 

It is interesting that both of these 
institutions were founded by men who 
stood at the head of and were deeply 
interested in the work of the JPS: 
Cyrus Adler, Louis Marshall, Jacob 
H. Schiff, Mayer Sulzberger, and 
many others. The JPS extends to 
both these celebrants its best wishes 
for long and successful continuance 
of their labors. 





to our needs. For some years we have 
been concerned about the crowded quar- 
ters, the lack of space for an editorial 
reference library, or even space to dis- 
play our own books properly. I have ap- 
pointed a committee to study the prob- 
lem and make recommendations as to the 
advisability of staying where we are and 
fixing up the building or of moving else- 
where. 

Institutions never rest at dead center. 
They progress, or gradually disintegrate. 
If the Jewish Publication Society, at 
present known to and joined by a tiny 
fraction of the American Jewish com- 
munity, does not expand, it will have 
proved that there is no need for it in 
modern American Jewish life. The lamp 
of culture does not burn high in many 
places in the world; is it not a part of 
the eternal mission of Israel to nurture 
and brighten the flame? 
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JEWISH ACHIEVEMENT is celebrated, 
in different ways, in each of the three 
most recent publications of the JPS. 
Louis Marshall: Champion of Liberty is 
a two-volume collection of the letters and 
papers of one of the outstanding leaders 
of the American Jewish community. 
Edited by Charles Reznikoff with a bi- 
ographical sketch by Oscar Handlin, the 
set was published in cooperation with 
the American Jewish Committee, which, 
together with the JPS, the American 
Bar and other privileged groups, enjoyed 
the interest and the leadership of this 
great American. 

Jewish creative achievement in thought, 


word and line are celebrated in The Book 
of Ruth, presenting one of the most be- 
loved of Bible stories in exquisite He- 
brew and English calligraphy by Fran- 
zisca Baruch, with woodcuts by Jacob 
Steinhardt. It is dedicated to the late 
Rabbi Samuel Schulman. 

The oldest language of the weste 
world, whose origins lie in earliest an- 
tiquity yet which is staging an unprec- 
edented rebirth and modernization today, 
is celebrated in William Chomsky’s He- 
brew: The Eternal Language, a biography 
of the language told in terms of the his- 
tory and experiences of the Jewish 
people through the ages. 
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